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many christians and jews believe that their faiths developed independently from each
other and that their religions are distinct even antagonistic towards each other a
portable god dramatically departs from the idea that the birth of judaism and
christianity are two separate unrelated events judaism and christianity s origins are
not seen as following a linear chronological process that places the israelites in the
beginning followed by the jews and finally the christians on the contrary a portable
god shows that both judaism and christianity emerge from the same religious
tradition that of ancient israel at the same time by telling the common story of jewish
and christian origins a portable god shows jews and christians as siblings rather than
as parent and child showing that the similarities between judaism and christianity far
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outweigh their differences ultimately fostering appreciation for the shared heritage of
judaism and christianity

there has never been a more important time for a study of the social economic and
political origins of judaism christianity and islam the three important world religions
that share a common root this book adopts a marxist that is a materialist view of
human development so it takes as its starting point the idea that gods angels miracles
and other supernatural phenomena do not exist in the real world and therefore
cannot be taken as explanations for the origin and rise of these faiths it looks instead
at the material conditions at appropriate periods in antiquity and the social and
economic forces that were at work to outline the real foundations of these three
doctrines in doing so it challenges the historicity of key figures like moses jesus and
mohammed this is a unique book that draws on the research knowledge and
expertise of hundreds of historians archaeologists and scholars to create a new
synthesis that is both coherent and completely based on a materialist world outlook it
is a book written by an unbeliever for other unbelievers as a contribution to a
discussion among atheists and secularists as to the real origins of the so called
abramic faiths it will be a revelatory read even to those already firmly of an atheist or
secularist persuasion underpinning their nonreligious views and it will provide a
valuable resource for all those who might be coming to question the hold that
organized religion has had on human society

this volume of the series key concepts in interreligious discourses investigates the
roots of the concept of soul in judaism christianity and islam the human soul
fascinates not only believers in the three monotheistic faiths believing in an immortal
entitiy surpassing body materia and their temporality and thus seeming to be closer
to the creator that the mere body was and remains to be a vividly discussed theme in
theological and practical debates even our secular postreligious environment is
unable to disengage from the key concept of the soul numerous proverbs undefined
concepts and hopes prove this fact asking for the soul means asking fundamental
questions like life after death and therefor asking for one of the most fundamental
and uniting hopes of human beings be they secular or religious the volume presents
the concept of soul in its different aspects as anchored in the traditions of judaism
christianity and islam it unfolds commonalities and differences between the three
monotheistic religions as well as the manifold discourses about peace within these
three traditions the book offers fundamental knowledge about the specific
understanding of the soul in each one of these traditions their interdependencies and
their relationship to secular world views

many people focus on the similarities between judaism and christianity but the
religions are quite differentand its not just because one accepts jesus as the messiah
and the other does not the rise of christians calling themselves messianic jews the
successes of christian missionaries jews ingratiating themselves to evangelical
christians because of their support for the state of israel the overuse of the term
judeo christian and the increasing use of jewish rituals in christian churches blur the
lines between judaism and christianity develop a better understanding of the
irreconcilable differences between judaism and christianity and where the two faiths
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hold mutually exclusive beliefs youll learn how their views differ regarding god
humanity the devil faith versus the law the messiah and more both faiths read the
same biblical verses but understand them so differently and missionary christians use
this blurring of the lines between the two faiths and other techniques to convert jews
to christianity real interfaith dialogue begins when those engaging in it not only speak
of how they are similar but also where they differ real understanding begins when the
topics discussed are in areas of disagreement judaism and christianity a contrastwill
help you understand the jewish view of these disagreements

how the rise of christianity profoundly influenced the development of judaism in late
antiquity in late antiquity as christianity emerged from judaism it was not only the
new religion that was being influenced by the old the rise and revolutionary challenge
of christianity also had a profound influence on rabbinic judaism which was itself just
emerging and like christianity trying to shape its own identity in the jewish jesus peter
schäfer reveals the crucial ways in which various jewish heresies including christianity
affected the development of rabbinic judaism he even shows that some of the ideas
that the rabbis appropriated from christianity were actually reappropriated jewish
ideas the result is a demonstration of the deep mutual influence between the sister
religions one that calls into question hard and fast distinctions between orthodoxy
and heresy and even judaism and christianity during the first centuries ce

invoking a concept as simple as it is brilliant f e peters has taken the basic texts of the
three related and competitive religious systems we call judaism christianity and islam
and has juxtaposed them in a topical and parallel arrangement according to the
issues that most concerned all these children of abraham through these extensive
passages and the author s skillful connective commentary the three traditions are
shown with their similarities sometimes startlingly underlined and their well known
differences now more profoundly exposed what emerges from this unique and
ambitious work is a panorama of belief practice and sensibility that will broaden our
understanding of our religious and political roots in a past that is by these
communities definition still the present the hardcover edition of the work is bound in
one volume and in the paperback version the identical material is broken down into
three smaller but self contained books the second the word and the law and the
people of god discusses the scriptures of the three faiths in various contexts
exegetical and legal throughout the work we hear an amazing variety of voices some
familiar some not all of them central to the primary and secondary canons of their
own tradition alongside the scriptural voice of god are the words of theologians
priests visionaries lawyers rulers and the ruled the work ends as does the same
author s now classic children of abraham in what peters calls the classical period that
is before the great movements of modernism and reform that were to transform
judaism christianity and islam

this book charts the shifting boundaries of judaism from antiquity to the modern
period in order to bring clarity to what scholars mean when they claim that ancient
texts or groups are within judaism as well as exploring how rabbinic jews christians
and muslims have negotiated and renegotiated what judaism is and is not in order to
form their own identities belief in jesus as the messiah was seen as part of first
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century judaism but by the fourth or fifth century the boundaries had shifted and
adherence to jesus came to be seen as outside of judaism resituating new testament
texts within first or second century judaism is an historical exercise that may broaden
our view of what judaism looked like in the early centuries ce but normatively these
texts remain within christianity because of their reception history the historical within
judaism perspective however has the potential to challenge and reshape the theology
of contemporary christianity while at the same time the long held consensus that
belief in jesus cannot belong within judaism is again challenged by the modern
messianic jewish movement

f e peters has taken the basic texts of the three related and competitive religious
systems we call judaism christianity and islam and has juxtaposed them in a topical
and parallel arrangement according to the issues that most concerned all these
children of abraham through these extensive passages and the author s connective
commentary the three traditions are shown with their similarities sometimes
startlingly underlined and their well known differences now more profoundly exposed
what emerges from this ambitious work is a panorama of belief practice and
sensibility that will broaden our understanding of our religious and political roots in a
past that is by these communities definition still the present throughout the work we
hear an amazing variety of voices some familiar some not all of them central to the
primary and secondary canons of their own tradition alongside the scriptural voice of
god are the words of theologians priests visionaries lawyers rulers and the ruled from
publisher description

for jews christians and muslims as for all human beings military conflicts and war
remain part of the reality of the world the authoritative writings of judaism christianity
and islam namely the hebrew bible the new testament and the koran as well as the
theological and philosophical traditions based on them bear witness to this fact
showing the influence of different historical political situations various views
sometimes quite similar sometimes more divergent have developed in the three
religions to justify the waging of war under certain circumstances such views have
also been integrated in different ways into legal systems while in certain cases
theologies have provide legitimation for military expansion and atrocities the aim of
the volume the concept of just war in judaism christianity and islam is to explore the
respective understanding of just war in each one of these three religions and to make
their commonalities and differences discursively visible in addition it highlights and
explains the significance of the topic to the present time can the concepts developed
in the jewish christian and islamic traditions in order to justify war serve as a
foundation for contemporary peace ethics or do religious arguments always add fuel
to the fire in armed conflict the contributions in this volume will help provide answers
to these and other socially and politically relevant questions

now in one volume the ten volumes of the outstanding religious traditions of the
world series written by leading experts these individual studies explore the richness
and variety of important religions from around the world

often the differences between the three abrahamic religions judaism christianity and
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islam seem more obvious than their commonalities leading to the question do we
worship the same god can the answer be yes without denying our differences this
volume brings jewish christian and muslim philosophers and theologians together to
answer this question offering rare insight into how representatives of each religion
view the other monotheistic faiths each of their contributions uniquely approaches
the primary question from a philosophical perspective that is informed by the practice
of worship and prayer concepts covered include sameness and oneness the nature of
god epistemology and the trinity do we worship the same god models serious minded
honest and respectful interreligious dialogue and gives us new ways to address an
ongoing question

over the past few decades there has been a dramatic and unprecedented shift in
jewish christian relations including signs of a new improved christian attitude towards
jews christianity in jewish terms is a jewish theological response to the profound
changes that have taken place in christian thought the book is divided into ten
chapters each of which features a main essay written by a jewish scholar that explores
the meaning of a set of christian beliefs following the essay are responses from a
second jewish scholar and a christian scholar designed to generate new conversations
within the american jewish community and between the jewish and christian
communities christianity in jewish terms lays the foundation for better understanding
it was named a choice outstanding academic book of 2001

abrahamic religions has gained currency in scholarly and ecumenical circles as a way
to refer to judaism christianity and islam carol bakhos steps back from the convention
to ask what is abrahamic about these three faiths she challenges references to
judaism and islam as sibling religions and warns against uncritical adoption of the
term
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